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I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in Me and I 

in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can 

do nothing. John 15:5 
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STEWARDSHIP NOTE. . . 

 

God is the source of all that is good .  When we imitate 
His goodness we reflect His light to all. ~James 1:17 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWER’S  

Kobrin Family 

for Blessings Received 

 
 

 
 



 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 
Blended Communion Service 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

Pre-Service Music 
                                     

WELCOME 
 

OPENING SONG 
“Jesus, Name Above all Names” 

 
Jesus, name above all names, 

Beautiful Savior, Glorious Lord, 
Emmanuel, God is with us,  

Blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 
 

Jesus loving Shepherd, Vine of the branches 
Son of God, Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor,  

Lord of the Universe, Light of the World. 
 

Jesus, way of salvation, King of Kings, Lord of Lords, 
The Way, the Truth, and the Life, Mighty Creator,  

My Savior and Friend 
 

 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
Pastor: The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, 
People: in those who hope in His steadfast love. 
 

Pastor: Taste and see that the LORD is good! 
People: Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!
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Pastor: O LORD, how manifold are Your works! 
People: In wisdom have You made them all. 
 

Pastor: May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
People: may the LORD rejoice in His works. 
 
CONFESSION 
Pastor: As penitent people, we ask God for His grace and 

mercy. Humble yourselves then before God, confess 

your sins to Him, and implore His forgiveness. 

People: O almighty God, most merciful Father, I, a repentant 

sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have offended You. By nature I am a sinful 

creature. In thought, word, and deed I have 

continually transgressed Your Law. For this I justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of the sufferings and death of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a 

penitent and contrite being. Forgive me all my sins 

and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that I may 

amend my sinful life and bear fruit in keeping with 

true repentance. 

Pastor: God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 

People: Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 
 
KYRIE                                                                                   (Spoken) 
Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For heaven-sent peace and the hope of salvation, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

People: Christ, have mercy. 
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Pastor: For global peace and the Church’s growth in faith and 
hope, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who here return thanks 
to God for the hope within them, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

People: Christ, have mercy, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

SONG OF PRAISE 
“Change my Heart” 

 
Change my heart oh God 

Make it ever true 
Change my heart oh God 

May I be like you 
 

You are the potter 
I am the clay 

Mold me and make me 
This is what I pray 

 
 

SALUTATION 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Risen and ascended Lord, You are the vine, and we are 
the branches. Apart from You there is no life. By 
Baptism, You have grafted us into Your gracious life. 
Cause Your Word to abide in us and make us fruitful to 
the glory of Your Father, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

THE WORD
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FIRST READING     Acts 8:26–40  

(English Standard Version) 
Elder: An angel of the Lord said to Philip, 
Pastor: “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 
 

Elder: This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And there 
was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her 
treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was 
returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to Philip, 

Pastor: “Go over and join this chariot.” 
 

Elder: So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the 
prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” And he said, 

Reader: “How can I, unless someone guides me?” 
 

Elder: And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now 
the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was 
this: 

Pastor: “Like a sheep He was led to the slaughter and like a 
lamb before its shearer is silent, so He opens not His 
mouth. In His humiliation justice was denied Him. Who 
can describe His generation? For His life is taken away 
from the earth.” 

 

Elder: And the eunuch said to Philip, 
Reader: “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about someone else?” 
 

Elder: Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. And as 
they were going along the road they came to some 
water, and the eunuch said, 

Reader: “See, here is water! What prevents me from being 
baptized?” 
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Elder: And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both 
went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and 
he baptized him. And when they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the 
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed 
through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he 
came to Caesarea. 

 

Elder: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM        Psalm 150 
Elder: Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him 

in his mighty heavens! 

People: 2 Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according 
to his excellent greatness! 

Elder: 3 Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute 
and harp! 

People: 4 Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him 
with strings and pipe! 

Elder: 5 Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him with 
loud clashing cymbals! 

People: 6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD! 

 
EPISTLE                                 1 John 4:1–11 

(English Standard Version) 
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone 
out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every 
spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from 
God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from 
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was 
coming and now is in the world already. 4 Little children, you are 
from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are from the world; 
therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to 
them. 6 We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; 
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whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we 
know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone 
who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In 
this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent 
his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 
10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
Elder: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

(Please rise out of respect for the Gospel) 
 
VERSE          Romans 6:9, John 14:23 
Pastor: Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the 

dead will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over Him. Alleluia. If anyone loves Me, he 
will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and 
We will come to him and make Our home with him.  

People: Alleluia 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                 John 15:1–8 

(English Standard Version) 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fifteenth 

chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every 
branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 
fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have 
spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 
for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide 
in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, 
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and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
CATECHISM    The Second Article 
Pastor: As we celebrate the risen Christ this Easter season, we 

now speak together the words of the Apostles’ Creed 
regarding our Savior, the Second Person of the Holy 
Trinity. 

People: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 
Pastor:  What does this mean? 
People: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 

Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the 
virgin Mary, is my Lord,  who has redeemed me, a lost 
and condemned person, purchased and won me from 
all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; 
not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious 
blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that 
I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom 
and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from 
the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
 
This is most certainly true. 

 
FEEDING OF THE LAMBS 
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SONG OF THE DAY 
“Fruitful Trees” 

 
Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing may we ripen and increase 
Fruit to life eternal growing, rich in love and joy and peace 

 
Laden branches freely bearing gifts the Giver loves to bless 

Here is fruit that grows by sharing:  patience, kindness, gentleness 
 

Rooted deep in Christ our Master, Christ our pattern and our goal 
Teach us as the years fly faster; goodness, faith, and self control 

 
Fruitful trees the Spirit’s tending, may we grow ‘til harvests cease; 

‘til we taste in life unending heavens love and joy and peace 
 
MESSAGE          “The Day the Servant of the Queen  

   Became a Servant for the King” 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH                                            (Responsive) 
Elder: Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to 

God and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us 
and freely promised to hear us. 

 

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your 
needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your 
holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through 
the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the 
fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn 
from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your 
precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Elder: May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all 
transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in 
the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by 
faith that the number of Christians may be increased. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
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Elder: Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, 
both in life and in death, in the midst of both good and 
evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily 
and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your 
merciful hands we commend all who are in need, 
praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Elder: Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and 
selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all 
our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Elder: Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin 
against us so that our hearts may be at peace and may 
rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no 
sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Elder:: Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by 
Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world 
and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his 
wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Elder: And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of 
both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Elder: We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and 
answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
BLESSING ON THE SEED AND SOIL 
Pastor: A custom in many agricultural areas around the world 

is to use one of the Sundays in the Easter season to ask 
God’s blessing on the seed and the soil as a new cycle 
of sowing and growing begins.
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LORD’S PRAYER                         Matthew 6:9–13 
Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
FIRST FRUITS OFFERING     

A tithing bowl is located at the Sanctuary Entrance.   
Thank you. 

 
PREFACE 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should give 

thanks to You, Lord, our God, for You have shown 
mercy to all in Christ our Redeemer, the Vine divine. 
Receive our thanks that as branches of the Vine, we are 
created to bear fruit. Unite our praises with those of all 
the faithful who are connected to Christ and join them 
with the unending praise of the angels and archangels 
and all the company of heaven. 
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SANCTUS                                   (Spoken) 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of Power and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, King of all creation, 

for You graciously invite us to call upon You with all 
boldness and confidence. Gathered at Your Table, grant 
that we receive Your body and blood, fully trusting in 
Your promises that are fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world. Unite us to 
Christ the Vine that we live as fruitful branches and 
finally grant us a foretaste of the feast to come. To You 
alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My † body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My † blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 
PAX DOMINI 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
You have been given a packet upon arrival.  
The elements in the packet are now blessed 

as the true Body and Blood  
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Take and carefully open the wafer.  

This is the true body of Christ.  
Now take and carefully open the other side  

containing the wine/juice.  
Drink His blood sacrificed for you. 

 
(Please place the empty packet back into the bag) 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 
 
DOXOLOGY                            Hymn #461 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 

Amen 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Holy Father, we ask You now, by this blessed food and 
drink, to deliver Your Church from every evil, to teach 
it to love You perfectly, and to make it truly one, even 
as this bread was made from many grains of wheat to 
become the carrier of the body of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, and the wine was drawn from the fruitfulness 
of many grapes. Grant that we ever abide in the Word, 
Christ Himself, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

People: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of 

God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 

CLOSING SONG 
“You are my All in All” 

 
You are my strength when I am weak,  

You are the Treasure that I seek,  
You are my all in all.  

Seeking You as a precious jewel,  
Lord, to give up I'd be a fool,  

You are my all in all. 
 

Refrain 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your Name.  
Jesus Lamb of God, worthy is Your Name. 

 
Taking my sin, my cross, my shame. 

Rising again, I bless Your name,  
You are my all in all. 

When I fall down You pick me up. 
When I am dry You fill my cup, 

You are my all in all. 
 


